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Enclosed are five (5) copies of an ex parte presentation in the above-referenced
proceeding.
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RustYM~
Vice President, Public Policy and Government Affairs
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April 18, 2001

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 1t h Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-O 1-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:

As a business person and a citizen, I am wTiting to you to express my concern over the alarming
rate at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are a\vare, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may fmd the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round ofproposed national number pooling.



Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA's. The Gr~nd Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

Muhammad Ali

MAids

cc:
Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber ofCommerce
111 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831
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April 17,2001

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-01-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:

6582 Byron Road

Zeeland, Michigan 49464

Phone (616) 772-6701

FAX (616) 772-1857

As an executive and a citizen, I am writing you to express my concern over the alarnling
rate at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the
Michigan Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement
number conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been
added with at least three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the
area that I live in and do business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently
considering an all services overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief.

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whither through a geographic split or
an overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the
overlay the least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area
code solution will cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available
area codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If
additional numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the
cost to businesses nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take
action to reduce the rate of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number
dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation
mechanisms could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the
year 2048 and possibly as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where



knowledge doubles in 18 to 24 months, an additional 47 years may find the use of
numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that
you grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical
l\reas (MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through
1,000 block number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed
national number pooling.

Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area
must be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering
plan area is in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your
criterion for eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public
Services Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation
techniques that will save mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary
costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to
you or your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Gordo J. Ellens, ervisor
Zeeland Charter Township

cc: Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49503-2831



April 19, 2001

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S W
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-OI-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99·200

Dear Chairman Powell:

As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alanning rate
at which j\,1ichigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for aLlthority to implement number
conservation measures. Tn Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three marc in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that 1 live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is impoltant to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expal1d and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Cornmittee stated that tbe available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers arc added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
national1y could reach $150 billion. It is imperative tl,al the FCC take action to reduce the ratc
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conserv·ation mechanisms
could extend the life ofthe current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097, In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbe:s for telecommunications obsolete.

,y, I C ~: I C .to. ,~I

APR-19-213131 16:1313

BUSINESS ADVISORS ~ (PAs ~ FINANCIAL SERVICES

INTGt:!N4TiONALLY (HOWN As MOORE' STeNiENS BENE GARTEt:! PLe

P.04



Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Commtrnications Commission
April 19,2001
Page 2

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes throngh 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the Initial [OUIld of proposed national number pooling.

Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Peti tion so that it may implement munber conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in mmecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Sincerely,

Michael F. Sabbe
Director of Fim1 Administration

Cc: .'v'lL Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pearl Street NW
Gra.nd Rapids M149503-2831

~~ BEENE GARTER LlP
APR-1S-2001 16:00



CHESTER TOWNSHIP

Chester TomRshtp
Ottawa County Michigan

I4J 04

FAX 616-899-2937616-899-5544Conklin, MiChigan 49403

i
April 18, 2001 '

I

I
Chairman Mich~el PoweH
Federal Commulnications Commission
445 12th Street.}W
Washington, D~ 20554

i
Re: File Nos. NSD-L-01-36 (Michigan)

de Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

De;;;r Chairman ~owe"·
As a township Lpervisor and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the
alarming rate atl which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support
the Michigan PUJblic Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to Jmplement
number consef'\12!ion measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added
WIth at least thr~e more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I
live in a.1d do bupiness. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an air
services overlay!foroiJr 616 area as a means of relief

,

As you are aware the addition of new area codes (whether through a geograohic split or an
overlay) !s costly to bL1s;nesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay
the ieast attraetiye option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution
will cos~ busines~es capital needed to expand and create jobs.

A report to tre Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes. under a ~O number dialing plan. could be completely exhausted by 2007. Jf additional
numbers arc added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to bUSinesses
nationally could teach $1 SO billion. rt is imperative that the FCC take actien to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The sar.1e stuJy also shows that the proper implementation of r:.Jmber conservation
mechanisms CO~ld extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year
2048 and possrOly as far into the future as 2097. In our current worid. where knowledge
doubles in 18 ~o 24 rronths. an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for
teiecommuricatj~nsobsolete.

The Michigan Puplic Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you grant
it delegated authprity fo~ the Grand RapidS and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSA) so
as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,GGO brock number
dlstnbution a'1d qarticipation In the initial round of proposed national number pooling.

Under your criteria for such delegated authority y0L! specify th<lt the numbering plan area must
be in Jeopardy. h~ve a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numoering plan area

I
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is in one of th~ largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility. '

I

Therefore,' the ~ederal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's ~etition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other ~usinesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs,

I
Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, pleas? do not hesitate to contact me directly

I
Sincerely,

rfi~ i-
Jo Kelly
Supervisor

I
CC: .

Mr Rusty Merch~nt
Vice President
Public Policy & ~overnment
Grand Rapids Arr~ Chamber of Commerce
111 Pear! Street ~W
Grand Rapids Ml\49503-2831

i
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I!!'0' Cascade Engineering

April 12, 2001

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 I i h Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-O1-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:

As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for I 1 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for )he Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.

-- - - - ---- -~-._- - - -- - - - - -- - --- - ..- _._. __ .,----

5141 36th Street, S.E. • Grand Rapids • MI • 49512 • Phone: (616) 975-4800

www.cascadeng.com
Fax: (616) 949-4114



Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Fre P. Keller
Chairman I CEO

cc: Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI49503-2831



Yonder Broek ROOFING, INC.
ROOFING AND SHEET METAL CONTRACTORS

April 11,2001

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-OI-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:

1550 Taylor, N. E.• P. O. Box 2332

Grand Rapids, Michigan 49501

Phone: (616) 363-3885

Fax: (616) 363-5470

As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.

Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is



in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

cordi.a.llY, 0f!!r:ve-~
t John C. Zant

President

JCZ/jt

cc:
Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
III Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831



Owen-Ames-Kimball Co. 300 Ionia, NW. Grand Rapids. Michigan 49503-2507 Voice 616-456-1521 • Fax 616-458-0770

April 11,2001

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-01-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:

As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in t~e initial round of proposed national number pooling.

Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

BUilding Since 1891



April 11,2001
Page 2

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Comnlission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Sincerely,

~L~ -r4/Ld;7
Thomas M. Healy, P.E. .
President

cc:
Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Corrunerce
111 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831

Building Since 1891



;1;-538-99513 DTS CFO PAGE 135- ~I. 'IIIIi"Y Fluid
r••• "Power_.AI... A..I Corporation

2240 LAN~M::IERROAD
E;"K GROVE V/;"LAGE, I.. 50007
PH 347·758·1705
FAX: 847·758·1710

April lS, 2001

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communicaiions Commission
445 12111 Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

356D BUSCH O,'1IIJE
GFlANDVILLE, M14941 a
:'H. 6'6'538-3759
FAX. 616-538·3793

ISO 9002 Certified

11873 BELDEN COURT
LIVONIA, MI 48150
PH: 734-513·7400
FAX.: 734-513·7810

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-Ol~36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chainnan Powell:

As an executive and a citizen, I am v.rriting to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994, four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need ofre1ief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area in which I live and do
business. T:.'1e Michigan Public Service Commission is C'~Tently considering all all services
overlay for our 61 6 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will
COSt businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers arc added to the dialing plan to create more available r.umbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $[50 billion. It is imperative that the FCC takes action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same swdy also sho\ovs that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 a.11.d possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where kr.owleage doubles in J8 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The iVIichigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Det:-oit Me,,:ropolitan Sla~jstical Areas
(t-/ISA) so as to extend the life of existing and Dev..·)y creared area codes throllch 1,000 block
number distribUion and participation in the initial round of proposed national nurn"ber pooling.

APR-19-2021 10:29
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Under your criteria for such delegated authority, you specify that the numbering plan area must
be :n jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbeling plan area is
in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibilit)'.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conserlation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Than.1<. you for your consideration of this marter. IfJ can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Sincerely,

Allan Wilde
President

cc:
Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Goverrunent
Grand Rapids A..rea Chamber of Commerce
III Pecrl Street NW
Grand Rapids Ml 49503-2831

APR-19-20~1 10:29
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Distinctive Machine Corporation
35203 Mile Road NW. Ste A Grand Rapids. MI. 49544

TelepnOM (616) 791-6767

Tuesday. April 17.2001

Chainnan Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12mStreet. SW
WashinglOn. DC 20554

email. distind@wm'lsnet FAX (618) 791-4822

Re: File Nos. NSD-1.-01-36 (Mjcb1ean)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99·200

Dear Chairm81l Powell:

As an ex~cutive and a citizen. I am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate at which Micltlgan area codes are
exhausting available number- and to support the Michigan public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to
implement number const'rv;HI(\f1 measures. In Michigan. since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least three more in need
of relief. One of the code~ (116) enCI)mpaSSes the area that 1 live in and do business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is
currently considering an all '>t'rvic~s overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are au-are. the addlllOl\ llJ 11l'\' area codes (whether through a geographic split or an overlay) is costly to businesses and their
employees. The added ConfU\lOn makes the overlay the least anractive option for area code relief. It is importllnt to note thllt any area
code solution will cost busil1e~ses needed capital to expand and creab: jobs.

A repon to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area codes, under a 10 number dialing pl81l,
could be completely exhausted h~ 1007. If additional numbers are added 10 the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost
to businesses nation811~ could reach $150 billion, It is imperative that the FCC take action 10 reduc~ the rate of area code exhaustion
and the nec:e,sity fur I I pi I;; Iwmnel dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms could extend the life oCthe current 10
number dialing plans to at lea~1 Ihe year 2048 and possibly as far into the future as 2097. In our CUJ'Tent world, where knowledge
doubl~s 10 18 to 24 111(11\lh,. ,1'1 ac.JJillonat 47 years may lind the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking !.hat you grant it delegated authority for the Grand
Rapid\ and Ddroil Mdr"pc,1 il:lll Sldllslit:(I1 Areas (MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through
1.000 block number distril'>lJllon and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.

~~lder )our criteria for \\Ich dclcgnre-d authority you specify that the numbering plan area must be in jeopardy, have a remaining
lifespan of at leas. one yCdr and thaI tile !lumbering plan area is in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA cUJ'Tently meets
your crilerion for eligibility •

!herefore. [he F~dcral ('llnlnlllnlUlllons Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services Commission's Petition so thaI it may
Implement number con\~r\..11 II'n techn iques that will save mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary COSlS.
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Thank you for your consid~ra\ Ion of rhis matter. If I can be of additional assistance \0 you or your staff, please do not hesitate to
conract me directly,

Sincerely.

~~
Gary Bmenpas
Vice President Distinctive V1achine Corporation

cc:
Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President Public Policy & Government
Gratld Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
I I I Pparl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503·283 I

616 791 4822
P.04



o-l.' 1 SOl 08:1-1 'B'616 956 H50 FORDlOST INS. [4J 004/00i

CORPORATE HcAOQUARTERS

5600 BEECH TREE LANE
CALEDONIA, 1.1/4$316-0050
(6 ~ 6) 9~2<lOOO

Apr:! 18,2001

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-01-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chainnan Powell:

MAlLING AOORESS

PO BOX 2450
GRAND RAP lOS. MI 49501·2450

As an executive and a citizen" I am 'Writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement nwnber
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need ofrelief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for II or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michiga!l Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national nwnber pooling.
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Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that t."'e numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility .

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Conunission's Petition so that it may implement nwnber conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directl:Y.

Sincerely,

Geri Castleman
Assistant VP - Teleconununicarions

cc:
Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Pub;ic Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
III Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids Ml 49503-2831

APR-13-20el 07:28 616 956 4450 P.05
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Chairman Michue1 Powdl
Federal Communications Commission
445 12 th Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: File N~s. NSD-L-O 1-.16 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96·9H and 99-200

Dcar ChnirmEln Powell:

As an executive and u citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the
alarming rale' at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the
Michigan PLlhlic Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement
numher conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with
allenst three marc in need ofrcliel". One ofth~ t:odes (616) encompasses the area thal1live in
and do business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is (;urrently considering an all
services overlay for om 616 area as a means of relief

!\s you are aware, the addition of new mea codes (whether through a geographic
split or an overlny) is costly to businesses and their employecs. The added confusion makes the
overluy lhe least attractive: option for area c:ode relief Il is important to note that any areu code
soluti(ln will cost husinesses nc:eded capital lO expand and create jobs.

1\ repOf! to the Ad IIoc Telecommunicalions Users Committee stated that the
available area codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely l:xhausted by 2007. £1'
additional numbers arc added to the dialing plan tu create marC available numbc:rs, the co~t to
husines::ies nationally could rC3l:h $150 billion. rt is impc-'Yalive thar the FCC take action to
reduce the ralc or area code exhaustion and the necessily for 1J or 12 number dialing plans.

Th~ same study also shows that lht: proper implementation of number
cOl1servntioll mechanisms could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least
the year 204X and possihly as far into the future as 2097, rn our current world, where knowledge
Ji"lllhlcs in 1R tn 24 months, an CldditioTlal 47 yeM~ may find the U$C of' numbers for
tel ccumm 1I nicatiolls obsolete.

Tltt: Michigan Puhlic Service: Commission has filed a Petition in this docket
asking tilllr yOll grant it delegated aUlhority for the Grand RspiJ.s and Detroit Metropolitan
Stal istical i\n~as (\1SA) so as TO extend the life or existing nnd ncwly created area codes through

APR-1g-20~1 16:10 9E% P,07



FRO:'"

Chairman Michael Powell
April 18, 200 I
Page 2

FAX NO. Apr. 18 2001 04:01PM P8

1.000 blo(;k number distribution and pal1icipation In the initial round of proposed national
number pooling.

Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering
plan area must be in jeopal'dy, have a remaining lifespan of at kust one year and that the
numbering plan area is in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets
your criterion for eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan
Public Services Commission's Petition so thut it may implement number conservation techniques
that will Silve mine and other businesses millions or dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this malter. If I can be of additional
a~sish:ll1ce to you or your stafe please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Irk
cc: Mr. Rusty Merchant

Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Orand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pt:arl Stn:t:L, N. W.
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503

APR-18-20el 16:10 98% P.08


